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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body —
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were all
given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not
made up of one part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that
reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they
were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is,
there are many parts, but one body.
1 Corinthians 12:12–20
12

It seems that throughout human history, diversity is a

Emergence 1 (v. 13): Together we become a radically novel

community. The kind not seen before.
“The Church is to be the place where, together, we learn
how to be God’s genuine human beings, worshipping God
and serving him by reflecting his image in the world.”
N.T. Wright

•

A place where the line, the veil between natural and

supernatural is beautifully thin.
•

Supernatural = Where love is real and potential is infinite.

Emergence 2 (v. 12 and 27): Together we become the presence
of the Messiah here on earth bringing more faith, more hope
and more love through our gifts.
Steps to Emergence:
1. Find a place where Christ is central and offer
your diverse self to the unity.
2. Be More You
3. Are your gifts fruity?

cause for war.
What we see emerge is a pattern of thought — unity
and diversity. Wait, no — unity through diversity.
This is called emergence — when radical novelty (features
not previously observed) happens as our diversity merges
into a unity.
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